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READER'S DIGEST & OCTOBER 2001 T T T Doing It His Way !
stability that is envied throughout Asia.  bringing up her children properly gings. It’s a very different Britain, — turn that into policy, and how did
Critics have accused him of auth- and giving us a good education. But something has gone wrong. it contribute to stability? i
5 oritarianism, stunting democracy and  the traumatic experience of the Japan- ree: I started off _;ncsmcriscd by
-T‘)-. crippling a free press. Admirers ese Occupation tempered my gen- BORDEWICH: What lessons can socialist ideas — tax the rich, spread {
| E regard him as a tough-minded prag-  eration. We saw how brutal, ruthless, Singapore teach other Asian nations? it among the poor. But when I had i
i matist who overcame corruptionand ~ cruel — unnecessarily so — an in- LeR: If you want to grow to your torun the country, I discovered that “
i cthnic strife to make Singapore a  vading army could be. If you have maximum or optimum potential, you have got to create wealth first. I
L model of efficiency. any self-respect, you feel you must structure your society and your found that if a man rented a house or \
[ Officially in retirement since 1990, do something about this, someday, policies such that you can make a flat at low rents, it will degrade. So, i
-' Lee Kuan Yew remains a powerful ~some time, and not depend on the maximum use of international capi- we decided we'll give everybody a
voice within Singapore’s government,  British or anybody else. tal, management skills, marketing ~chance to buy a flatat subsidised prices.
as senior minister, as well as an I was idealistic and learnt fast in skills, technology and knowledge. ~ Now we have an asset-owning popu-
acute observer of the Asian political a very tough world, the rough and lation, and attitudes are different.
N scene. Contributing Editor Fergus tumble of fighting hard-hitting com- BORDEWICH: In your book From Now when they vote, they know
“ Bordewich recently spent two hours munists, who asked for no quarter Third Werld to First, you speak of a~ that if they have an untrustworthy &
T talking with Lee in his offices at the _and gave none. I wasn't afraid of being decp sense of property being in-  government, wrong policies, their 5
1 Istana, Singapore’s palatial colonial- bashed up, attacked, denigrated by stinctive in a person. How did you properties, their shares, will go down
3 era government house. Their conver- the communists or by anyone else.
at ;ation ranged widely over Singapore’s &6
i uture, human rights and democ- BORDEWICH: What did your ex- | B &= iy
3 racy, the roles that China and the perience being educated in a British ’ 3 I Started Off i
United States will play in Asia’s framework contribute? : i B0 1 4
future, as well as rcvfaling glimpses LEB: My political ideas were shaped | [t r mesmerlsed &
of Lee's life. by my four student years in Britain, | T 1111
: fr‘yomy 1946 to 1955. Britain was o b SOClahSt
BORDEWICH: What would you say  devastated by bombing, but proud, L o
shaped your character the most as a  disciplined, courteous. 3 1 1eaS°‘IBﬁ1td &
oung man? I can still remember my aston- : :
{EM My mother devoted her life to ishment when I came out of the when 4
_ tube station at Trafalgar Square for tO run the
the first time and found news- ! .
papers on low tables and a coin box, Country I L
v and nobody in attendance. You just ; ) g
- 4 take the paper you want, put your s dlscove]_‘ed ‘
pennies in. I took a deep breath |
and said to myself, This is a civilised YOLI_ 11 ave !
peoplel Two hundred years of em- i e P
i of pi?g and good governance had O CI1 catc
Fracus Boroewic has written more than 50 brought this about. ~ -5 ’
:::1? If.‘;: itif;: :ﬁh'f,‘,’ ;{-"::m:uﬁr:;‘t:éﬂc 'It's very sad to see Britain today, |[SEEESSi s i i W€Ellth ﬁl St k
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